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DUNCRAIG SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [10.13 am]: My grievance today is directed to the Minister for Education and 
Training and her representative in this place. It is presented on behalf of the member for Hillarys and me and it 
relates to Duncraig Senior High School. 
Duncraig Senior High School is a school on the rise. It is located in the northern suburbs, not far from the coast, 
in an area that has long been a desirable location in which to raise a family and be part of an inclusive and caring 
educational institution with strong community support. 
Duncraig Senior High School was established in 1979 with an initial enrolment of 850 students. Over the past 
40 years, the school has developed a strong reputation, having recently cemented its place in the top 10 non-selective 
public schools for academic achievement. Duncraig is among a select number of public schools offering the gifted 
and talented academic program, aimed at creating a learning environment in which public school students are 
challenged and empowered and can reach their full potential. However, the school does not have the physical facilities 
to support this vision, and I would like to highlight six issues. 
The first issue is that enrolment pressure on Duncraig Senior High School over the past five years has grown from 
1 311 students in 2016 to 1 640 students in 2020. This rate of growth is the second fastest of all public schools in 
the metropolitan area. By 2025, the student population is predicted to swell to 1 940, based on data that comes 
from current enrolments at the seven feeder primary schools. There have been two main factors impacting on the 
school’s enrolments. First is the increasing amount of housing infill within Duncraig’s local intake area. Secondly, 
the school’s outstanding reputation and excellent academic results mean that families want to move into the area, 
plus many who do not live in the area request to enrol their children in the school. 
The second issue is that Duncraig Senior High School was built in 1979 for the education system at that time. Much 
has changed since then. A 1979 building is no longer fit for purpose. This means that the school has had to spend 
$2.5 million on its building and grounds since 2014. This is $2.5 million that has been taken away from teaching 
and learning resources. Duncraig’s school design is the same as Willetton Senior High School, which was built in 
1977. Willetton Senior High School has since received funding of $62 million for replacement of and additions to 
its campus. In comparison, Duncraig has received funding of only $6 million. 
The third issue is that asbestos materials exist throughout the buildings in the ceilings, internal walls, roof eaves, 
external walls, floors and plumbing fixtures. This is a real concern to the community and requires immediate action. 
The fourth issue is that the building capacity of Duncraig Senior High School is approximately 1 300 students. To 
cope with a current student population of over 1 600, the Department of Education has provided 20 transportable 
classrooms. This does not include the additional specialist facilities so that the school can continue to provide 
a quality education to its student community. 
The fifth issue is that the facilities are no longer fit for purpose. The design and technology woodwork rooms are 
old and inadequate. The school has established an automotive program with students completing a certificate II in 
automotive vocational preparation. The course has been extremely popular but the lack of mechanical workshop 
space has meant that students are being turned away from this opportunity. With 50 per cent of students on a vocational 
education and training pathway, school facilities cannot meet the demands of students to get them into their future 
careers. The home economics classrooms are old and too small to cater for the volume of classes that are timetabled 
in this area. The art facilities are inadequate, particularly for visual art, media and photography. The school is now 
having to hire outside venues to put on school performances because student numbers in the arts have swelled. 
Science has historically been, and continues to be, a flagship of Duncraig Senior High School. There is excellent 
take-up of and success in the ATAR courses; however, these are hampered by below-standard facilities that require 
upgrading due to significant asbestos issues. The current science block has six laboratories. At any given time, 
there are 12 science classes timetabled, meaning that the additional classes have to be held in transportable science 
classrooms located away from the existing block, making it difficult for lab technicians to service the equipment. 
The gymnasium is under pressure. It is small—only 450 square metres—and completely inadequate, with many students 
having little or no access. The school does not have an appropriate space to invite parents for whole-of-school 
assemblies, and the gymnasium is too small to hold interschool sporting matches for sports such as basketball. 
The sixth issue is that Duncraig Senior High School’s gifted and talented programs take in 30 students from across 
the state to be academically extended, but school facilities are old and lack many of the specialist facilities provided 
in new builds. A twenty-first century curriculum demands a modern learning environment to put students on a level 
playing field with other GATE schools. Duncraig is a certified specialist triathlon school. It is the only specialist 
triathlon school in Western Australia, yet it has no purpose-built facilities such as a fitness centre or swimming 
pool to support the program. 
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To summarise, Duncraig Senior High School needs an immediate increase in building capacity to 2 000 students 
to at least bring the school in line with other large high schools of similar standing. Following careful analysis of 
shortcomings, for an enrolment of 2 000 students, the school would require a new two-storey, 12-lab science block; 
repurposing of the old science block to create a technologies or arts block; a general class block built to house 
languages and additional needs in maths, humanities and social sciences; a new gymnasium; repurposing of the 
old gymnasium and performing arts space to create a larger performing arts block; a design and technology block 
upgrade; an arts block upgrade, utilising the current block to bring all visual arts courses together; and a 25-metre 
swimming pool with seating and enclosure to cater for the triathlon program.  

In short, the facilities at Duncraig Senior High School are too old, too small and not fit for purpose in a modern 
learning environment. I call on the Western Australian government to make it an absolute priority to bring the 
aging 1970s facilities at Duncraig Senior High School into the twenty-first century in the next budget. The Minister 
for Education and Training has been very supportive of many schools, including schools in my electorate of Carine. 
I know that a lot of schools in that part of the world have been upgraded over the last number of years and that the 
administration block and other facilities at Duncraig Senior High School were upgraded a number of years ago, 
but the school community has raised concerns that the school can no longer cope and it is calling on the government 
to help it make sure that the school can deliver quality education to its students, which, hopefully, every other 
school can do as well. The minister’s support would be greatly appreciated. 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [10.20 am]: I thank the member for Carine for this 
grievance. I am responding today on behalf of the Minister for Education and Training. The minister notes that there 
are 818 public schools in Western Australia ranging in age from new to more than 100 years old. One in two schools 
across WA are more than 50 years old. There is a lot of work to be done in some of the older schools, but there must 
be a balance in what can be spent statewide to respond to enrolment pressures and to make sure that students learn in 
authentic and modern facilities. Of those 818 schools, 63 were allocated funding as part of the $492.2 million school 
building package. Duncraig Senior High School was one of those 63 schools, receiving $1 million. The majority 
of schools did not receive any funding through this program. Funding was allocated to schools with significant 
enrolment pressure for major new infrastructure, including new sports halls, classrooms and specialist facilities. 
Other schools received extensive refurbishments to ageing facilities. 

The Minister for Education and Training advises that she was contacted by the president of the Duncraig Senior 
High School Parents and Citizens Association earlier this month about this investment. In its letter, the P&C identified 
a number of priority projects for the school community, including upgrades to home economics and design and 
technology facilities. The minister has listened and this week she asked the department to allocate $1 million to 
refurbish two existing home economics food studios in line with the P&C’s request. I am also pleased to advise the 
member for Carine that as part of the $200 million maintenance blitz program, Duncraig Senior High School received 
$700 000 for upgrades to design and technology facilities. This includes the refurbishment of two woodwork and 
two metalwork spaces, as well as the automotive workshop. The scope also includes upgrades to extraction systems 
and the reworking of welding bays. The design and technology works will commence on Monday, 19 October. 

Unlike the previous government, the McGowan Labor government is investing heavily in public school infrastructure 
to support growth and manage ageing infrastructure. I note that the Liberal Party’s plan in government was to sell 
Western Power to fund upgrades to older schools. That is not our plan. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Our plan is to invest $456.23 million in planned capital works over 2020–21 and $1.45 billion 
over the budget and forward estimates to establish new and modernised existing Western Australian schools. The 
minister is aware of the enrolment growth at Duncraig Senior High School. The Department of Education actively 
monitors enrolments at all public schools to assess whether they are under accommodation pressure. This process 
includes an analysis of classroom capacity, student accommodation projections and residential growth in a school’s 
local intake area. The department will continue to consult with the school principal to ensure that adequate 
accommodation is provided for students within the school’s local intake area. 

I note that the minister has never received correspondence from the member for Carine about Duncraig Senior 
High School, despite it being four kilometres from his electorate office. The member appears to have chosen to 
raise this issue now that the McGowan Labor government has invested in the school. We continue to deal with the 
debt that the previous government left behind and it is only because of the McGowan government’s strong budget 
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management that we have been able to invest significant funds in schools to ensure that all students across the state 
have access to world-class facilities. 
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